Nuclear Weapons

Addressing the Past - Protecting the Future

Eliminate nuclear weapons compensate test survivors

In 1972 the world banned biological weapons, in 1993 we banned
chemical weapons, in 1997 we bannedland mines, and in 2008 we
banned cluster munitions. There are over 15,000 nuclear weapons
globally. Let’s make 2016 the year that we ban nuclear weaponsand
the year we properly care for those Australians who still suffer the
consequences from the British nuclear tests in WA and SA.

Australian Defence Force personnel and many people from
Aboriginal communities who were affected by the falloutfrom
the British Nuclear Weapons tests inthe 1950’s and 1960’s in
Australia have been denied compensation and proper care for
health impacts caused by radiation falloutfromthe tests.

Whileaddressingthe health and humanitarianimpacts of the
nuclear weapons tests of the pastwe must consider our future.
There are 15,000 modern nuclear weapons globally thatcould
be deployed at anytime killing millionsand causing catastrophic
humanitarian harm.The only protection is to eliminateall
nuclear weapons. For many years Australiahas weakened global
efforts towards nuclear disarmamentby undermining global
negotiations and advancingplans tosell uraniumto nuclear

weapons states.

> VETERANS

The Australian Greens policy to address the impact on nuclear
veterans is to allocatea Veterans Gold Card to all surviving
Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel who participatedin
certain British Nuclear Tests conducted in Australia in the 1950s
and 1960s. This entitles those survivors treatment for all
conditions under the Veterans Entitlements Act 1986 (VEA).

> AFFECTED COMMUNITIES

The Australian Green policy toaddress the impactof nuclear

weapons testing on Aboriginal communities in Australia includes

e Holdaninquiryintothe health impacts from the British
Atomic Weapons.

e Deliver compensationto people who were either
forcibly removed or people who left their homes as a
resultof the atomic weapons testing in Australia

e Deliver compensationand an Atomic Survivors health
carecard for people with health impacts from the
British Nuclear Tests conducted in Australia in the
1950s and 1960s and deliver compensationand an
Atomic Survivors health carecard to the descendants
that displayintergenerational health impacts.

e  The Atomic Survivors health carecard should give
priority treatment for all medical conditions known to
be caused by radiation exposure.

> SUPPORTING A GLOBAL BAN

There is growing momentum for a global treaty to ban nuclear
weapons. In December 2015 the UN General Assemblyvoted1
on a Humanitarian Pledgefor the prohibition and elimination of
nuclear weapons. 138 countries voted infavour, 29 voted
againstand 17 abstained. Australiavoted againstthe motion.

The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty has been dominated by
nuclear weapons states and the slowand systemic weakening of
safeguards. Whilethere has been a reductioninthe global
nuclear weapons arsenal fromover 60,000 inthe 1980’s to
15,000in 2016 there are now more sophisticated and
destructive nuclear weapons in more countries.

We areataturning pointininternational co-operationon
nuclear disarmamentand Australia has a real opportunity to be
on the right side of history by supportinga global ban treaty.

! http://www.icanw.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Pledge-

Vote-2015.pdf
2 http://thebulletin.org/nuclear-notebook-multimedia
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> BUDGET IMPLICATIONS

The PBO estimated that to compensate the Australian
Defence Force personnel and Aboriginal communities who
continue to suffer adverse health impacts from the British
nuclear weapons test would cost:
0 Less than S20 million a year to provide ADF
Nuclear Test survivors with the Veterans Gold
Card.
0 Approximately $110 million over the forward
estimates to deliver compensation and an Atomic
Survivors health carecardto people
demonstrating ongoing healthimpacts from the
nuclear tests.

> DISARMAMENT VS DETERRENCE

Both the Labor and Liberal parties continueto rely on nuclear
deterrence as partof Australia’s defencestrategy - the idea that
the threat of nuclear waris enough to dissuadeanyonefrom
firingthe firstshot. This positionrelies onall nuclear armed
nations (Russia, USA, UK, France, China, India, Pakistanand
Israel, North Korea) always remainingin control of the nuclear
arsenal,alwayselecting or being governed by rational

reasonablepeople, andrelies on there never being anaccident.

This position supports allows some countries to have nuclear
weapons and prohibiting others from having nuclear weapons.
The only way to protect againstthe catastrophic consequences
of nuclear waris to eliminatenuclear weapons. The Australian
Greens supportthe nuclear disarmamentover nuclear
deterrence. The development of a global treaty to ban nuclear
weapons is the firststep ina longprocess of eliminating nuclear
weapons andthe threat of nuclear war.
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