TOO PRECIOUS TO LOSE
Protecting the Great Australian Bight
Marine parks | Stopping oil and gas exploration

The Great Australian Bight is a highly biodiverse ecosystem. It is
home to many endangered and threatened marine animals
that need our protection. Moves by mining companies to drill
for oil and gas pose enormous risks to our tourism and fishing
industries, and the precious environment. The Greens will fight
to protect this pristine wilderness – the risks are too great!
The Great Australian Bight (Bight) remains one of the few places
in the world that is relatively untouched by mining and
development interests. It is a rich wonderland of unique marine
life including whales, sharks, sea lions, tuna, turtles, fish and
sponge gardens. The environment is so diverse that scientists
are yet to fully understand the richness of this complex
ecosystem.
It is also a major tourist drawcard with cliff faces up to 60
metres high and crystal clear beaches right along the coast. It
provides the perfect platform for whale watching as southern
right whales migrate from their summer feeding grounds in the
Antarctic to breed for five months of the year.
The current push by oil and gas companies like British
Petroleum (BP) to drill in the Bight is deeply concerning. Not
only are they putting the precious environment at risk, but also
South Australia’s coastal tourism and fishing industries worth
over $1.5 billion to the state’s economy.

Petroleum, the same company involved with that disaster, along
with others now have their sights set on drilling in the Bight.
This poses enormous risks. The exploration leases for the Bight
are in areas where seas are rougher, deeper and even more
remote than the Gulf of Mexico. Compounding this risk is that
there is no established oil and gas industry in South Australia
equipped to deal with a disaster. If a major accident occurred
specialised equipment would take weeks to arrive from as far
away as Singapore and Texas.
Oil spill modelling shows that in the case of a catastrophic
blowout, oil could spread widely across all southern Australian
states. The following image from this modelling illustrates the
2
impact for a winter spill after four months.

The Greens’ plan to protect the Bight includes:
•
•
•

Stopping oil and gas exploration in the Bight;
Reinstating funding for the South-west Commonwealth
Marine Reserves Network management plan; and
Establishing a new National Environmental Protection
Agency.

> THE RISKS
Deep water drilling is a high-risk activity. The Bight is a remote
and sometimes harsh environment with rough and deep seas.
Many would recall the Deepwater Horizon Disaster that
occurred in the Gulf of Mexico in 2010. Eleven people lost their
lives and almost five million barrels of oil spilled into the sea
1
over 87 days making it the worst oil spill in history. British

> WHAT’S AT STAKE
The economic benefits of oil and gas exploration in the Bight are
questionable with a minimal number of employees required and
most funds invested into capital expenditure. Tax revenue is
also likely to be nominal, especially with mining friendly
concessions – for example, BP could access 150% tax breaks for
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exploration costs to pursue drilling in the Bight. Although final
production would result in some additional people being
employed, this would be minimal in the context of the South
Australian economy and the industries that would be put at
such high-risk from these activities.
In contrast, our coastal tourism and fishing industries would be
devastated by a major oil spill. Over 9,000 long-term and
3
sustainable jobs would be put at risk in South Australia alone.
Within South Australia the coastal tourism and fishing industries
contribute almost $1.5 billion to the economy every year. These
industries must be protected against the short term interests of
oil and gas companies.

> PRISTINE WILDERNESS
The Bight is a pristine wilderness and is considered a globally
important seasonal calving habitat for the endangered southern
right whale. It is home to the threatened Australian sea lion and
white shark and is an important migratory location for sperm
whales and various sea birds.
The government must not put this all at risk by allowing
th
companies to explore for 20 century oil. Instead, focus should
be on providing opportunities for South Australia to convert to a
st
21 century economy built on innovation and clean energy.

> PROTECTING WHAT MATTERS
The Greens will reinstate funding for the South-west
Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network management plan, as
part of our initiative to restore Australia’s marine reserves. This
will ensure better management of five marine reserves in South
Australia, including the Great Australian Bight Commonwealth
Marine Reserve.
The Greens have also committed to transferring the
Department of Environment’s current responsibilities for
administering and enforcing the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act to a new National Environmental
Protection Agency. This would include transferring the
environmental responsibilities currently held by the National
Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management
Authority (NOPSEMA) for offshore assessment and regulation to
our new National Environmental Protection Agency to provide
greater protections for our marine environment, including the
Bight.
This pristine environment must not only be protected for now,
but for all future generations and the Greens will fight to
protect this pristine wilderness – the risks are just too great!
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